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Rotary Club of Windsor

Report of Club Meeting
Windsor Golf Club
Wednesday 25th August 2010
The meeting was chaired by Past President Tom Millington who welcomed members and our guests Fellowship Night. Sergeant-at-Arms Mervyn Cross opened the meeting.
New member: Errol Newlyn, classification “Steel Fabricator” was inducted into our Club. Welcome Errol; I guess we will all get to know you more over time. 
Apologies: were received from Ted Brill, President Jim Clifford and Doug Stoneman.
On Leave: Jim Faber, Jim McMillan, Peter Tolson.
Attendance was 85%.
The Raffle – Rotary Club of Windsor Inc.

· 1st Prize: A Pastel painting - won by Bruce Thorn.
· 2nd Prize: Several pre-sculptured sketches – won by Norm Gale.
· 3rd Prize: One circular mahogany wine table – won by Mary Kinnon. 

· 4th Prize: A duo of turned wooden bowls – won by Paul Fraser.
Club Service: Sid Kelly

The Australian Golfing Fellowship of Rotarians (AGFR) is holding its 32nd Golf Tournament at the Western Australian Golf Club from Monday 3rd October to Friday the 8th October. Those fellows who are interested will have to register. See Sid Kelly or you can phone Grenville Courtland on Home: (08) 9277 3420 or Mobile: 0403 761 251. This is a great medium for Rotarians to actually get something out of Rotary and to enjoy the fellowship of other Rotarians from all over Australia.
The Christmas Party is tentatively set down for Friday the 10th December. Sid informed us it is getting difficult to find a venue. Being an influential member of the “Hawkesbury Race Club”; Sid will make enquiries regarding availability of the clubs facilities.
Sid is also arranging a weekend away sometime in October/November 2010. He has suggested we get in touch with Past President Ian McIver (1978/79) who is now a member of the Nelson Bay Rotary Club.
Youth Service: John Butler
John is after definite numbers for the Rotary District 9690 conference 2011 which will be held at the “Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre” 18th – 20th March 2011. As you all know Marilyn Mercer (Fellow Dudley’s wife) is our governor and your support is requested. If we don’t get in early we will have difficulty getting suitable accommodation.
Laurie Rose (AM) Civil Engineering: 

AM means “Member of the order of Australia”, given for “Service in a particular locality or field of activity or to a particular group”. Laurie is one of our distinguished members and our club is fortunate to have him as a member. Laurie’s wife “Jenni” is tentatively organising a trip to New Zealand for the “Rugby Union World Cup” next year (2011) in September. Rotarians in New Zealand will billet other Rotarians prepared to make the trip across the Tasman. Phone Jenni home: 02 4579 1196 for details.  
Raffle:
A variety of wines and quantity were raffled in lieu of the normal raffle this week and the winners were Jon Blaauw, Richard Clark and Paul Fraser. The raffle value of $280.00 carries over to next week.
In closing …
Past President Tom Millington thanked Dianne Finch, guests, Rotarian wives and fellows for coming in his imposing manner.
((((((
Guest Speaker Dianne (Di) Finch 25th August 2010

The Kokoda Track:

Do a little bit of research and you will find this woman is quite extraordinary. Di came along to our meeting to talk about her recent trek over the Kokoda Track. 

There are three success stories here intermingled together. The “Rotary Youth Leadership Award” (RYLA), The “Kokoda Track” and “Di’s trek” over this track in August 2009. 

Di as an eighteen year old was among the first group of RYLA students sponsored by the Windsor Rotary Club in 1967 to attend a week long seminar at “Narrabeen Fitness Camp”. Top line speakers from the media, Public Relations, Government and all walks of life gave a smorgasbord of talks on leadership being an effective public speaker and venturing into public life. Di maintains that week changed her life. RYLA gave her the confidence to meet all sorts of challenges in her life. Her father had always instilled in her to “get out there and have a go”. Have a go she did, maintaining “failure only comes to those who don’t have a go”.  

Di has been involved in the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides; spent voluntary time in India in a Leprosy Colony and Catholic Orphanage. Others include Parents and Citizens, Royal Flying Doctor Service, Played Hockey all over the world, Pool Manager and Fitness Centre Operator. The list just goes on and on; Councillor, Deputy Lord Mayor, Public Speaker and now in her early sixties trekked over one of the world’s toughest walks “The Kokoda Track”.

Walking the Kokoda Track in Papua New Guinea (PNG) is a challenging trek. Most trekkers take seven to ten days. It is 96 kilometers over the rugged, rainforest covered mountains of the Owen Stanley Ranges in the centre of PNG. There is an extended walk which is 138 Kilometers; this is the walk Di did.
The Kokoda Track is regarded in walking circles as one of the toughest walks in the world. It starts at Owers Corner, two hours drive from Port Moresby, and finishes at the town of Kokoda near the northern side of PNG. The track is close to the Equator, and is in tropical rainforests most of the way. The track is basically up and down. Trekkers are rewarded after long, grueling uphill slogs by equally long knee-trembling downhill slopes. A trekking pole or two are vital.

The vertical height over the track is around 5,500 meters, with similar downhill drops. As a comparison, from Mt Everest Base Camp to the Summit is around 3,450 meters. The only flat ground is in the villages and a few kilometers through the Moss Forest. The highest point on the track is Mt Bellamy at 2190 meters, so it can be cool at night in some of the higher villages and campsites. A trekker must be prepared to walk in the rain; maybe for the duration.
Di said Kokoda had always been in her head but not in her heart as her visits to Gallipoli and the Somme had been. Her Tour Leader was John Nalder a most noted Historian on Kokoda and a man with whom she became friends. He was hard on everyone especially the fifteen young people who had been sponsored by the combined RSL Clubs all over NSW as a team building experience. Di said John was mind blowingly inspirational, had no compassion, pushed everyone on mercifully but was full of praise when all had climbed their own personal mountains.

Di walked out with Kokoda in her heart and a lifetime of admiration for those who gave up their today’s so we could have our tomorrows.






